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My seat of inspiration…!
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Intention:  introduce some lesser-known locations that are relatively close to LMC Wales bunkhouse at Cae Ysgubor, either on 
foot or a short journey away
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Author Context: I brought my kids up to explore and ask questions about the world…  They’re in their late 30s now and they do
still seem to have that curiosity and adventure. I have that same curiosity about my environs here in Snowdonia
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Author Context: We always had a project on the go, and it often meant building and repairing things, which usually involves 
finding out how it works or how it was made.  Here in Snowdonia I’m enjoying seeking out historical artefacts and working out 
they story which they tell.
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Inspiration: The late Fred Dibnah (the Bolton steeplejack) was a huge inspiration to me – he had a passion for enquiry, and found 
beauty not just in form but also in function.  He hailed from my home town, and, as my father was an engineer and iron-founder 
there by trade, he knew Fred, and Fred was usually at hand to climb the blast furnace smoke stack for repairs, or to work on jobs 
at the same cotton spinning mills that my dad fixed machinery in.

6



My children always liked the idea of going for what our family called “a Fred Dibnah’s Day Out”.  We would go off to find 
interesting old stuff, and explore it.  So, I asked my self the question “If Fred Dibnah came to Cae Ysgubor for a day out, what 
would we go to see?  I often use https://www.coflein.gov.uk/ to identify the places and artefacts I find.   Maps are available at 
https://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/mapping
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Fred did a BBC programme about castles and how they were built. Here he is at Beaumaris Castle looking across the Menai Strait 
towards Snowdonia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCbe4hXTafU Fred Dibnah’s Building of Britain should be made 
required viewing for all students of history, archaeology, building conservation and architecture. Fred is able to make 
everything come to life!
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Dinas Emrys

There’s a castle of sorts, Dinas Emrys, on the hill opposite Cae Ysgubor.  It’s steeped in Welsh legend… the Red Dragon supposedly 
lived in a lair beneath it, and fought the white dragon to death nearby. Hence the red dragon symbol on the Welsh flag. OS Grid 
Ref: SH 592 488
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Pen-y-Gaer

These castles hugely pre-date the more sophisticated 13th Century strongholds (e.g. Harlech, Caernarfon, etc) which were built by 
the English king Edward the First to oversee the Welsh.  Pen-y-Gaer is a bronze and iron age fortification with some mediaeval 
earthworks added. OS Grid Ref: SH 586 457
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View from Pen-y-Gaer over the Moelwyns and Cnicht. OS Grid Ref: SH 586 457
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Decrepit overshot waterwheel on the upland track past Pen y Gaer. OS Grid Ref: SH 585 458  A two storey farmhouse with a dairy 
extension. The house was the birthplace of the local shepherd/poet William Francis Hughes, known as "Wiliam Oerddwr". A slate 
plaque over the main door commemorates this.  His cousin T. H. Parry-Williams, Welsh author and scholar, also spent much 
time here after WW1, reclusively.
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William Maddocks, slate magnate and builder of The Cob, the embankment across the Glaslyn Estuary to Porthmadog.  This 
wooden carving of him is at the town end of the Cob, OS Grid Ref: SH 572 384

13



The building of The Cob sealed off the upper estuary from the open sea, and much of the land was reclaimed. Aberglaslyn Quay 
SH OS Grid Reference 5954 4612 was thus no longer functional.  This photo of the Cob is from the top of a rocky tump at OS Grid 
Ref: SH 571 385.  The island opposite is Cei Ballast OS Grid Ref: SH 570 378
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Slate – much of Snowdonia’s mineral wealth came from slate quarried in the mountains and taken by sea to roof the houses of 
Britain’s growing industrial towns and cities
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The ice sheets from the Ice Ages carved seaward routes from the central mountains, and many of these routes became the key 
transport routes for minerals
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Cwm Ystradllyn

The Pont y Pandy slate mill (OS Grid Ref: SH 549 433) lies at the foot of Cwmystradllyn, and serviced the Gorseddau Quarry OS 
Grid Ref: SH 573 452.  This particular quarry failed after only a decade or so, but slate was brought in by tramways from the 
neighbouring Cwm Pennant. The finished products continued from here by tramway down through Penmorfa to the harbour at 
Porthmadog, for shipment by sea. 
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Cwm Ystradllyn

The slate mill has four levels, each server separately by a complex of rail tracks and roadways OS Grid Ref: SH 549 433
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Cwm Ystradllyn

The Gorseddau tramway leads from the quarry along to the slate mill. Huge stacks of waste scalpings are prevented from falling 
onto the tramway route by a massive dry-stone wall which has a 1.5 metre overhang OS Grid Ref: SH 570 453
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Cwm Ystradllyn

The abandoned village of Treforys was built to house the quarrymen and consisted of 36 houses set in 3 streets. It lies 
only partly completed in a field to the west of the tramway.  The quarry business ceased before the village was ever completed. 
OS Grid Ref: SH 559 454
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This is a great valley for tracing the industrial archaeology and trying to understand lifestyle and process at each artefact. The 
empty shell of Ynys Y Pandy still stands at the foot of the valley. A stark, man made monument set against a stunning 
mountainous back drop. The remains of the village of Treforys is less apparent. A blanket of green has devoured all but 
the faintest outlines of that early, expectant community. The water of the lake that once fed a 26ft water wheel, the 
beating heart of the slate mill, is now still and provides a quiet oasis for fishermen and passing walkers.
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The “Snowdonia Slate Trail” booklet (and other related web resources) link up similar sets of artefacts in an 83 mile long-distance 
footpath series around Snowdonia https://www.snowdoniaslatetrail.org/
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Porth Penrhyn

OS Grid Ref: SH 591 725 Porth Penrhyn is the start of the Snowdonia Slate Trail, the point at which slate from Bethesda and 
Llanberis was brought to the sea for shipment
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Port Penrhyn

Slate reached the quaysides along a tramway, now an excellent and easy walking route
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Porth Penrhyn

The former communal lavatory (OS Grid Ref: SH 591 728) was built in the early nineteenth-century as part of the development of 
Porth Penrhyn. It is a single-storey circular stone building with a conical slate roof. No doubt a great seat of discussion!
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Port 
Penrhyn

to
Bethesda

https://www.snowdoniaslatetrail.org/trail-info/route-map.html
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Rhiw-Bach 
Quarry

A favourite of the lesser-known quarries is Rhiew-Bach. OS Grid Ref: SH 739 461  It is easiest to reach from the car park of the 
Manod Quarry at OS Grid Ref: SH 733 456. You can drive up to this along Cwm Teigl, from LlanFfestiniog. The walk to the 
incline overlooking Rhiew-Bach is almost level, along the old tramway. You can continue along the same tramway to Cwt-y-
Bugail quarry at OS Grid Ref: SH 733 469, and also pass Llyn Bowydd and Llyn Newydd to the head of the incline above 
Maenofferen Quarries OS Grid Ref: SH 715 470.  This is a stunning high-level walk withy little change in altitude!
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Rhiw-Bach 
Quarry

Croesor quarry 
inclines

Much closer to Cae Ysgubor is the spectacular Croesor Quarry OS Grid Ref: SH 657 456 and Rhosydd Quarry OS Grid Ref: SH 663 
462.  There are several approaches using the miners tracks which are on Open Access land rather than the traditional Public 
Footpaths. For example, the gentle incline (A) at OS Grid Ref: SH 64958 46075 leads to a horizontal tramway bed.  The upper 
incline (B) is much steeper, and the head at OS Grid Ref: SH 657 463 is better reached along the tramway ledge from Rhosydd 
Quarry  
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Cwt-y-Bugail
Quarry

Each of these quarries and their adits abound with fascinating abandoned artefacts, testament to the inventiveness of quarrymen 
who improvised ways of shifting their heavy materials over hugely difficult terrain
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Cwt-y-Bugail
Quarry

There is obviously some risk involved in such exploration, so do go well prepared – and be aware that mobile phone coverage 
here is minimal to non-existent!
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Moelwyns

The slopes of the Moelwyns are peppered with mine workings and interwoven with the tramway beds and inclines which link 
many of them. These provide novel routes to go off-piste from the traditional Public Footpath trails and explore.
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Moelwyns

The forested areas below the Moelwyns are very accessible with forestry walks, 
https://www.snowdonia.gov.wales/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/158541/DyffrynMaentwrog-map.pdf
and lie either side if the Ffestiniog Railway, which skirts around the side of the Moelwyns, once bringing slate products down to 
the quayside at Porthmadog.
The stations at Tan-y-Bwlch OS Grid Ref: SH 649 415 and Tanygrisiau OS Grid Ref: SH 682 449 on this heritage railway can be 
useful ways of accessing circular routes through the Moelwyns
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Moelwyns

This fine example of a mine tramway bed runs high up from slightly west of Bwlch Stwlan OS Grid Ref: SH 658 441 to a pinnacle 
at the head of an incline above Cwm Croesor OS Grid Ref: SH 648 450.  The Fron-boeth Quarry below it (OS Grid Ref: SH 646 
448) boasts a magnificent Lancashire Boiler, once used just as a water store.  The most gentle route to this is from the upland 
backroad from Croesor, at OS Grid Ref: SH 635 435, best done in dry weather when the ground is firm (so either when dry or 
frozen!)
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Moelwyns

This steep incline on the Tanygrisiau side of the Moelwyns is crossed (OS Grid Ref: SH 679 452) by a much gentler, even gradient 
which runs from Tanygrisiau up the Llyn Stwlan, (and is now a fine sunstantial access road to the dam).  The incline once lowered 
slate from the Wrysgan Quarry down to the Ffestiniog Railway, and loaded into “gravity trains” which ran downhill by gravity 
alone 13 miles to Porthmadog. 
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Moelwyns
and
Cwmorthin

The north-west route into the Moelwyns from Tanygrisiau has a very short gradient (beside this waterfall) OS Grid Ref: SH 682 
454 to another excellent almost level landscape of the “hanging valley” of Cwmorthin.  The valley shows many classic glacial 
features, and also an abundance of fascinating slate heritage artefacts http://www.cwmorthin.org/
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Moelwyns
and
Cwmorthin

This steep road route OS Grid Ref: SH 686 450 under the Ffestiniog railway leads from Blaenau-Ffestiniog up to the smaller slate 
community of Tanygrisiau. Miners didn’t walk this each day, though – they were billeted in the various barracks which now lie 
silent and ruined in the Cwmorthin and Rhosydd quarries high above.
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Dyrwyd Estuary

Before the construction of the railway, slate was carried on mules down to the slate quays on the Dyrwyd estuary. OS Grid Ref: 
SH 629 395
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Dyrwyd Estuary
Slate Quays

There are several slate quays along the estuary; on a low tide they can be reached by walking along the sands from Pont Briwet
OS Grid Ref: SH 619 382, or by following the old mule route at Tyddyn Isaf OS Grid Ref: SH 631 399
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Dyrwyd
Estuary

Slate Quays

The slates were stockpiled on the quays, then sent in batches down to Porthmadog in small skiffs, in suitably high tides.
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Dyrwyd Estuary
And

Ynys Giftan

The Dyrwyd estuary is shallow and the channel shift a lot.  A significant feature is Ynys Giftan, the mid-stream island which can 
easily be walked out to on a low tide. OS Grid Ref: SH 601 370.  There is a public right of way to it from Talsarnau Station OS 
Grid Ref: SH 610 361, but it’s usually easier to approach from Llechollwyn OS Grid Ref: SH 597 358
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Dyrwyd Estuary
And

Gwaith Powdwr

The recently rebuilt Pont Briwet carries the mainline Cambrian Railway and the Harlech-Penrhyndeudraeth road across the 
estuary. High above is the nature reserve of Gwaith Powdwr OS Grid Ref: SH 618 384, once the site of Cookes’ Explosives 
factory, which manufactured explosives for the mining industry and also munitions.
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The “Kondyke Valley” and “Nitro-glycerine Hill” were once adorned with chemical-manufacturing plant – now long since gone.  
It’s now a nature reserve and well-known locally for bats, nightjars and glow-worms
https://www.northwaleswildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/gwaith-powdwr
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Perched at the top of the “Klondyke Valley” at Gwaith Powdwr is the Pendulum Shed. OS Grid Ref: SH 621 390 This still contains 
the massive bulk of the heavy iron cannon once used for testing the strength of the explosives batches.
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Samples of the explosives were loaded in the cannon and detonated, and their strength measured by seeing how far the cannon 
swung back in its mountings.  It still swings to this day!
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The old packing sheds are now the home to various bat species
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Dyrwyd Estuary

Visible across the estuary from Gwaith Powdwr is Allt-Galch (“Lime Hill”) – a small hillfarm above one of the slate quays. 
Outbound slate-laden river traffic from these quays presumably returned with a back-load of lime, used on the upland pastures 
to reduce their acidity and improve their grazing.  The zig-zag path to Allt-Galch is part of an interesting route up to Llyn Tecwyn
OS Grid Ref: SH 640 381 and the beautifully located chapel nearby OS Grid Ref: SH 632 376
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Historically, travel around this part of North Wales was often easier by sea than by land.
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Modern public transport throughout Snowdonia is thankfully now well integrated
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The Beeching cuts of last century caused many of the local rail routes to be axed, and several of these “lost” rail routes now 
provide interesting pedestrian routes into the interior.
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Cwm Prysor

If your approach to Snowdonia is from Bala, then you may have noticed the fine silhouette of the Prysor Viaduct OS Grid Ref: SH 
776 388 as you pass Llyn Tryweryn heading towards Trawsfynydd.  Parking at the Llyn Tryweryn summit of Cwm Prysor, there’s a 
spectacular walk along this railway bed across the viaduct and along the hillside ledge through cuttings and over embankments, 
most of the way to Trawsfynydd.  The railway bed is designated as a Permissive Path.
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Another good source of straight level routes are the Roman Roads. Tomen-y-Mur (OS Grid Ref: SH 705 386) was once the 
“spaghetti junction” of Roman Roads in North Wales, and the immediate area abounds in evidence of Roman construction. 
Indeed , the moorland area to the east is almost littered with “practice works” e.g. OS Grid Ref: SH 735 378
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Tomen y Mur
& Sarn Helen

The Tomen-y-Mur camp is well defined, and many sections of the radiating Roman routes from there are easily followed.  Best 
known to visitors are the “Roman Steps” which head coastwards over the Rhinogs, but more useful explorations for Cae Ysgubor
are the north-east and north-west routes from here. There are camps and settlements near Pen y Pass, Tremadog and Waunfaur, 
for example.
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Tomen y Mur
& Sarn Helen

Sarn Helen leads northwards from Tomen-y-Mur and takes a “secret valley” route close to Cwm Teigl OS Grid Ref: SH 721 419 
The north-western route(s) to Segontium (the fort near Caernarfon) are still a matter of debate. There are several fragmented 
Roman find instances towards Maentwrog, Tremadog and along the various valleys towards Waunfaur, but how they 
interlinked remains in speculation. This western area was possibly still “bandit country” during the Roman occupation.
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https://www.snowdonia.gov.wales/addysg-education/history-of-snowdonia/the-drovers-of-snowdonia

There are numerous ancient routes through the nearby mountain landscape, and many of them were adopted by drovers for 
herding livestock to market over considerable distances.
This fine “clapper bridge” lies on such an ancient route between Nantmor and Croesor OS Grid Ref: SH 623 452
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The drovers used Scots Pines as a distinctive way of marking the routes of drove roads http://www.localdroveroads.co.uk/scots-
pines/
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There is a fine example of Scots Pines here in Cwmorthin OS Grid Ref: SH 680 461
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The chapel in Cwmorthin also sports a set of distinctive Scots pines OS Grid Ref: SH 672 464

57



This spectacular multicellular sheepfold is at Gyrn, in the Carneddau OS Grid Ref: SH 648 6, a few miles east of Bethesda.  
There’s a particularly fine one nearer Beddgelert on the slopes of Moel Hebog (at OS Grid Ref: SH 5754 4678) which includes a
washing pool. It’s at a point in the boundary wall between the upland and lowland pasture that crosses a stream. It’s arranged so 
that sheep are funnelled from the larger to the smaller pens and then on into the sheep wash. The pool was constructed by 
damming the stream with boulders.
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Bryn Cader
Faner & the Taith

Ardudwy Way

Bryn Cader Faner OS Grid Ref: SH 648 353 is an iconic prehistoric burial monument, with a distinctive 'crown' of upright slabs, set 
in a highly visible position on the upland reaches of a Bronze Age trackway, lined with other contemporary monuments along its 
route much of which comprises the http://www.taithardudwyway.com/ Quite close by are many hut circles.
The easiest route to it is from a lane above Eisingrug OS Grid Ref: SH 629 342 or from Llyn Tecwyn Isaf OS Grid Ref: SH 632 369
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There’s much to be found in these books
Welsh Slate: Archaeology and History of an Industry, by David Gwyn. ISBN-13: 978-1871184518
Two Snowdonia Rivers - Glaslyn and Dwyryd, by Alun John Richard. ISBN-13: 978-1845272067
Geology of Snowdonia, by Matthew Bennett, ISBN-13: 978-1861269287
Sails on the Dwyryd: The river transport of Ffestiniog slate, by M. J. T Lewis, ISBN-13: 978-0951237335
Gazeteer of Slate Quarrying in Wales, by Alun John Richards, ISBN-13: 978-0863811968
Snowdonia Slate Trail by Aled Owen, ISBN-13: 978-1898481805
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